
Preface

The present volume has grown out of the conference “Northwestern 
Russian and Belarusian Dialects in the Context of Dialectology, Areal 
Linguistics and Typology,” which took place on 24–25 November 2011 
and was hosted and funded by the Norwegian University Centre in St 
Petersburg. We are thankful to Tamara Lönngren and her assistants 
Polina Tsikoreva and Yulia Kadyrleeva, as well as to Bjarne Skov and the 
Norwegian University Centre, for providing excellent conditions and in
frastructure for the event.

We thank series editor Ingunn Lunde (University of Bergen) for in
cluding this volume in Slavica Bergensia and Kyrill Dissanayake for his 
excellent native English editing. 

Special thanks go to our reviewers (both external and internal), 
who have contributed substantially to the quality of the present volume 
and without whose help it would never have appeared: Cori Andersen 
(University of Chicago), Jan Ivar Bjørnflaten (University of Oslo), Andriy 
Danylenko (Pace University), Igor’ Isaev (Institute of Russian Language, 
Russian Academy of Sciences), Mirosław Jankowiak (Institute of Slavic 
Studies, Polish Academy of Sciences), Alexei Kassian (Institute of Lin
guis tics, Russian Academy of Sciences), Jelena Konickaja (University of 
Vilnius), Kirill Kozhanov (Institute of Slavic Studies, Russian Academy 
of Sciences), Elena Tarasova (St Petersburg State University), Vladimir 
Plungian (Institute of Linguistics, Russian Academy of Sciences), Sofia 
Požarickaja (Moscow State University), Andrey Shluinsky (Institute of 
Linguistics, Russian Academy of Sciences), Dieter Stern (University of 
Ghent), Benedikt Szmrecsanyi (University of Leuven), Sergejus Temčinas 
(Institute of Lithuanian Language, Vilnius), Alexandra TerAvanesova 
(Institute of Russian Language, Russian Academy of Sciences), Vittorio 
Tomelleri (University of Macerata).



9PREFACE

Our thanks extend to the University of Bergen, Department of Lin
guistic, Literary and Aesthetic Studies, for providing financial and other 
kinds of support for the preparation of this volume.

This volume is jointly funded by the Department of Linguistic, Lit
erary and Aesthetic Studies and the Department of Foreign Languages 
at the University of Bergen, as well as by the University of Mainz (For
schungsunterstützung “Pro Geistes und Sozialwissenschaften,” 2012). 
Additional funding has been provided by the Zukunftskolleg, University 
of Konstanz.

Last but not least, we cordially thank the contributors for making this 
volume possible and for the insights their writings provide.

The editors


